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Comparison of IELTS1 , CELBAN2, and the OET3  

                                                 
1
 www.IELTS.org.    

2
 www.CELBAN.org 

3
 www.occupationalenglishtest.org. 

 

 

 
2013 

 

IELTS™ 
  

1. NAME The International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS)   

The Canadian English Language Benchmark 
Assessment for Nurses (CELBAN™)  

The Occupational English Test 

2. COST CD $299 CD$ 375 AUD $580  

3. TEST 
PURPOSE 

IELTS is an English language 
proficiency test designed to test 
communicative English abilities of 
non-native speakers. Academic 
version is used for higher education 
and professional certification. 
(General Training version is used for 
work or migration purposes.) 

CELBAN is an English language proficiency 
test designed to test communicative English 
abilities of non-native speakers who are 
internationally-educated nurses (IENs).  
CELBAN is one of two tests accepted by 
nursing regulators by which IENs can 
demonstrate English language proficiency as 
one step on the path to obtaining license to 
practice nursing in Canada. 

The OET is an English language test for 
healthcare professionals who seek to register 
and practise in an English-speaking environment. 
OET tests international health practitioners in 
the following 12 professions: 

• Dentistry  • Pharmacy 

• Dietetics • Physiotherapy 

• Medicine • Podiatry 

• Nursing • Radiography 

• Occupational Therapy     • Speech Pathology 

• Optometry • Veterinary Science 
 

3.  NUMBERS OF 
TESTS 

Over 2 million IELTS tests were taken 
in more than 130 countries in the last 
year (2013) 

Over 1100 CELBAN™ test packages were taken 
in 5 provinces in Canada in the last year 
(2013) 

Over ?# tests were taken in 2013 in 
26 countries in the world (including Canada – 
Vancouver, B.C.)  

4.  VERSIONS There are 2 versions - Academic and 
General Training used for different 
purposes (with multiple parallel test 
forms).  

There are 3 versions (parallel test forms) of 
the official CELBAN™ used for professional 
certification only.  {There are also two 
Institutional CELBAN versions, used for 
language bridging programs as a pre-
admission, entry/diagnostic, or exit language 
assessment tool)  

There are?# versions (parallel test forms) of the 
OET.  The listening and reading components are 
the same for all 12 healthcare professions; the 
writing and speaking are geared to each specific 
profession. 

http://www.ielts.org/
http://www.celban.org/
http://www.occupationalenglishtest.org/
http://www.occupationalenglishtest.org/Display.aspx
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5.   DELIVERY 
FORMAT  

IELTS is a paper-and-pencil test with 4 
sections - Listening, Reading, Writing 
and Speaking. The Speaking test 
includes a live, face-to-face interview 
with one trained and certified ESL 
professional. 

CELBAN™ is a paper-and-pencil test with 4 
sections - Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking. The Speaking test includes a live, 
face-to-face interview with two trained and 
certified assessors who are ESL professionals. 

OET is a paper-and-pencil test with 4 sections - 
Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. The 
Speaking test includes a live, face-to-face 
interview with one trained and certified 
assessor.  (The speech sample is doubly scored.) 

6.  QUESTION 
TYPES 

A variety of question types are used 
in IELTS to test a wide range of skills, 
such as matching, classification, 
multiple choice, sentence completion, 
short answer, diagram label 
completion, etc. The speaking 
component consists of an oral 
interview and several monologues 
(longer responses to prompts after 
prep time.) 

A variety of question types are used in 
CELBAN™ to test a wide range of skills such as 
multiple choice, short answer, cloze exercise, 
form-filling and report-writing. The speaking 
component consists of an oral interview and 
two role plays. 

A variety of question types are used in OET to 
test a wide range o skills such as sentence 
completion; note-taking or listing; table or 
diagram completion; true-false or multiple-
choice questions, letter writing.  The speaking 
component consists of an oral interview and two 
role plays. 

7.  TEST 
CONSTRUCT 

 IELTS is a test of English as an 
“international” language that 
includes all standard varieties of 
English - American, Australian and 
British. 

CELBAN™ is a test of English for nursing 
purposes that uses the variety of English 
which is prevalent in Canada. (There are no 
British accents on any of the texts on the 
Listening component.) 

OET is a test of English for 12 healthcare 
professionals that uses Australian and British 
English. 

8.  TEST SCORES All IELTS test results are reported on a 
9-band scale from 1 (non-user) to 9 
(expert user), in whole and half bands 
(e.g., 7.0, 8.5). 
All components are scored by one 
trained scorer.  

All CELBAN™ test results are reported in 
Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) levels 
from 5 (Initial Intermediate Ability) to 10 
(Developing Advanced Ability).  (Note: 
CELBAN™ is a criterion-referenced test and 
focusses on the specific range of levels 
pertinent to the context of nursing in Canada - 
CLB 8-10) 
In addition to scores, test-takers receive 
individualized feedback on strengths and 
weaknesses in productive skills (speaking and 
writing). 
All components are scored by two trained 
scorers/assessors. 
 

 

 

 

OET Results for the four sub-tests are reported 
as one of five grades – A (highest) to E (lowest). 
All components are scored by two trained 
assessors. 
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9.   STAKE- 
HOLDERS 

IELTS is accepted by more than 8,000 
organizations worldwide, including 
over 3,000 U.S. institutions  

 CELBAN is accepted by approximately 25 
nursing licensing bodies in Canada and 1 in 
the U.S. to date. 

OET is accepted by 30 regulatory healthcare 
bodies and councils in Australia, New Zealand 
and Singapore. 

10.   HISTORY IELTS was developed by a team of test 
developers through Cambridge 
Language Assessment Services.  
IELTS was implemented in 1980 
(33 year history). 

C   CELBAN was developed by researchers & test 
developers at the Language Training Centre, 
Red River College, Winnipeg, MB. Canada 
under contract with the Centre for Canadian 
Language Benchmarks and funded by the 
federal government – Citizenship and 
Immigration.  It is managed by the Canadian 
English Language Assessment Services (CELAS 
Centre ) at Red River College.         

       CELBAN™ was implemented in 2004 
(8 year history). 

OET was developed under contract to the 
Australian Federal Government. The test was 
designed by Professor Tim McNamara at the 
University of Melbourne – one of the original 
developers of IELTS (International English 
Language Testing System). It is managed by 
Language Testing Research Centre (LTRC) at the 
University of Melbourne. 
OET was established in the late 1980s (25 year 
history) 

11.  TEST 
CENTRES 

There are over 900 IELTS testing 
centers and locations (130 countries) 
around the world (with 57 in Canada.) 

There are 7 official CELBAN™ testing centers 
in Canada; itinerant CELBAN™ testing is 
conducted in specific targeted areas within 
Canada as needed. 

There are 50 OET testing centres (25 countries) 
around  the world (with one in Canada – 
Vancouver, B.C.) 

12.  OWNER-SHIP IELTS is jointly owned by a global 
partnership of education and 
language experts - British Council, 
IDP: IELTS Australia and Cambridge 
English Language Assessment. 

CELBAN is owned by  
the Centre for Canadian Language 
Benchmarks (CCLB) 
AND  
Red River College’s Canadian English 
Language Assessment Services (CELAS) 
Centre 
 
(Note:  CCLB is a not-for-profit organization 
which obtained initial funding for CELBAN™ 
development.   
RRC-CELAS Centre provided CELBAN™ test 
developers and along with admin. staff, CELAS 
manages the national operation of CELBAN™, 
conducts training, consulting, and 
communication with all stakeholders.)  

The test is now owned by Cambridge Boxhill 
Language Assessment, a joint venture between 
Cambridge English Language Assessment and 
Box Hill Institute. Cambridge English Language 
Assessment is the world’s leading provider of 
language assessment for learners and teachers 
of English. Over 4 million people take Cambridge 
English exams each year in more than 130 
countries. Around the world over 13,500 
organisations rely on its exams and qualifications 
as proof of their English language ability. It is a 
part of the world-renowned University of 
Cambridge. 
Box Hill Institute, based in Melbourne, Australia, 
is a leading vocational and higher education 
provider known for its collaborative and creative 
approach to education in Australia and overseas.  


