	
	
	



[image: ]                                                                                                                                       Work-Integrated-Learning (WIL) Co-op Student of the Year AwardE: wil@rrc.ca

























































FM71 - 2055 Notre Dame Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3H 0J9

Academic Year 2026
	
	
	




	
	
	



[bookmark: General_Information]General Information
The Work-Integrated Learning (WIL) Co-op Student of the Year award is presented to one winner and one runner-up who demonstrate outstanding performance in their co-op experience. This includes making a positive impact on their co-op employer, RRC Polytech, their peers, and their own academic advancement.
This award is for students who participated in a Co-operative Education experience between January 1st, 2026 and December 31st, 2026.
The recipient of the RRC Polytech Co-op Student of the Year Award will receive an award of $1000, while the runner-up will receive an award of $500. As a result of earning this award, the student, their program, and the employer will all receive recognition from RRC Polytech.
The recipient of the RRC Polytech Co-op Student of the Year Award will also have the opportunity to represent RRC Polytech for the national CEWIL Canada Student of the Year Awards.

[bookmark: Eligibility]ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible to apply:
1. You must be a RRC Polytech student registered full-time in a co-operative education program between January 2026 and December 2026.
2. You must have completed a co-operative education work term that meets the CEWIL Canada’s definition of Co-operative Education. If you are uncertain if your Work-Integrated Learning (WIL) experience meets this definition, please reach out to your WIL Coordinator or the WIL department at wil@rrc.ca
3. Your application must be received by 4:00 PM on December 1, 2026. Only applications received by this date will be considered. Submit completed applications via email to financialaid@rrc.ca

[bookmark: Selection_Process]SELECTION PROCESS 
The RRC Polytech Co-op Award selection committee will use the attached criteria to assess applications.
	
	
	




	
	
	



[bookmark: Submission_Guidelines]Submission Guidelines
The guidelines below is provided to assist in preparing the application package. Submissions will be reviewed in their entirety to assess how well they meet the criteria outlined in the rubrics.
Packages that do not meet the guidelines may be removed from consideration.

[bookmark: Submission_contents]SUBMISSION CONTENTS
Your submission must include the following:
· Application form: The application form is included at the end of this document.
· Resume: Include a current copy of your resume which includes your recent co-op work experience.
· Student’s personal statement: Completed by you. Guiding statements and the assessment rubric is attached below.
· [bookmark: Application_form]Co-op employer statement: Completed by your immediate co-op supervisor. Guiding statements and the assessment rubric is attached below.
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[bookmark: Co-op_employer_statement]STUDENT PERSONAL STATEMENT
Please provide a statement responding to the five prompts below. Your statement should be a maximum of 3 pages, single-spaced, submitted in either Adobe PDF or Microsoft Word format. You are encouraged to review the rubric below on Impact On Student as that will be how the letter will be assessed.
1. Discuss what you learned about yourself, your profession, or your future career path through the experience. Consider how the experience has shaped your plans, interests, or confidence moving forward. (approx. 250 words)
2. Describe the learning goals you established for your WIL experience and the progress you made toward achieving them. Highlight key accomplishments and provide examples of challenges you encountered. Explain the strategies you used to overcome those challenges and what you learned from the experience. (approx. 250 words)
3. Explain how your academic studies prepared you for your WIL experience and how your workplace learning enhanced your understanding of your field. Provide specific examples of how classroom concepts, technical skills, or professional competencies were applied in the workplace. Discuss how these experiences have strengthened your career goals. (approx. 250 words)
4. Describe how you served as a positive representative of your program. Include examples of leadership, participation in WIL-related activities, mentoring or supporting other students, sharing knowledge, promoting WIL opportunities, or contributing to a positive workplace or learning environment. (approx. 250 words)
5. Describe how your actions contributed to strengthening connections between students, industry partners, and RRC Polytech. Examples may include supporting industry engagement activities, helping create or improve learning opportunities, participating in outreach initiatives, sharing feedback that led to improvements, or making contributions that benefited future students or the broader WIL community. (approx. 250 words)

CO- OP EMPLOYER STATEMENT
The co-op employer statement is completed by your immediate co-op supervisor. A statement by someone besides your immediate supervisor must be approved by your WIL Coordinator.
Please provide a statement responding to the four prompts below. Statement should be a maximum of 2 pages single spaced in either Adobe PDF or Microsoft Word. You are encouraged to review the rubric below on Impact On Institute as that will be how the letter will be assessed.
1. General expectations of the student while with the organization. (approx. 250 words)
2. Describe how the student made a significant contribution (i.e. to your workplace, your stakeholders, project completion, bottom line, strategic goals, etc.). Please use at least one example and indicate the impact to the organization. (approx. 250 words)
3. Did you give the student extra duties or opportunities because they performed above expectations and if so, please provide an example. (approx. 250 words)
4. [bookmark: Institution_statement]Do you have other comments that you think the awards committee should know? (approx. 250 words)

[bookmark: Portfolio]Rubrics
[bookmark: Your_assessment_package_will_be_evaluate]Your assessment package will be evaluated based on the following three rubrics: personal impact, impact on RRC Polytech, and impact on your co-op employer.
[bookmark: Impact_on_Student_(out_of_30)]IMPACT ON STUDENT (OUT OF 30)

	CRI T E RI A
	M EET I N G (5 - 6)
	AP P RO A CHI NG (3 -4)
	B E G I NNI NG (1-2)

	Reflection of WIL
(6)
	Reflection demonstrates how WIL has impacted their academic and career choices.
	Student reflection explores how WIL will provide impact to their academic and/or career choices.
	Little to no reflection on how WIL has impacted their academic and/or career choices.

	Goal setting and achievement
(6)
	Clear evidence of learning goals and achievements being surpassed.
Challenges during work experience are highlighted and clearly demonstrate how they were overcome.
	Highlights learning goals and progress towards meeting them. Challenges for learning goals are identified but may lack clarity on how they were overcome.
	Minimal to no evidence of learning goals or overcoming challenges.

	Relevance between study and career- focused learning
(6
	Clearly shows connections between their studies, work experience, and career goals.
	Some connection between study, work experience, and career goals is shared, but may lack depth or specific examples.
	Little to no connection is made between study, work experience, and career goals.

	WIL Leadership and Advocacy 
(6)
	Clearly describes how they acted as a positive representative of their program or institution, participated in events or initiatives, and provided meaningful support, guidance, or mentorship to fellow students.
	Demonstrates some support or mentorship of peers. Shows involvement in WIL-related initiatives or events, but examples may be limited in scope, frequency, or impact.
	Minimal evidence of promoting WIL, participating in WIL-related initiatives, or supporting fellow students

	Contribution to the WIL Community
(6)
	Demonstrates a significant contribution to enhancing learning experiences and strengthening connections between students, industry, and the institution.
	Provides examples of contributing to industry engagement, or the growth of WIL opportunities. Contributions are evident but may be limited in scope, consistency, or demonstrated impact.
	Minimal evidence of contributing to the enhancement industry engagement, or the growth of WIL opportunities.



	
	
	




	
	
	



[bookmark: Impact_on_Institution_(Out_of_30)]IMPACT ON PARTNER ORGANIZATION (OUT OF 30)

	C R I TE R I A
	M EET I N G (7 - 10)
	A P P RO A CHI NG (4 - 6)
	B E G I NNI NG (0 - 3)

	Overall impact on partner organization
(10)
	Demonstrated a significant and measurable impact on the partner organization beyond what is typically expected.
	Performance has exceeded expectations, but the impact of their work may be limited.
	Impact on the partner organization falls within the expected performance.

	Ideas from their academic study
(10)
	Brought innovative ideas or solutions to the organization, drawing on their academic studies.
	Contributed some ideas or solutions, drawing on their academic studies.
	Little to no evidence of the student contribution towards solutions are provided.

	Initiative outside regular duties
(10)
	Took the initiative to engage in activities beyond their role. This may include participating in presentations, public events, or stakeholder meetings.
	Involved in some activities beyond their regular role.
	Not involved in activities beyond their regular role



	
	
	




	
	
	



Application Form
[bookmark: Student_Information]STUDENT INFORMATION
Name:	Student number:

Mailing address:

Phone number:

Personal email:

Academic email:

Program of study:	

WIL Coordinator name:

I hereby apply for the RRC Polytech WIL Co-op Student of the Year Award

Signature:	Date:


[bookmark: Employer_Information]EMPLOYER INFORMATION
Company name:

Supervisor / Manager name:	Title:
Mailing address:
Phone number:	Business email:
I support the application of the above student for the RRC Polytech WIL Co-op Student of the Year Award.
[bookmark: WIL_Information]Signature:	Date:


Your application must be received by 4:00 pm on December 1, 2025. Only applications received by this date will be considered. Please ensure your application contains all required contents prior to submission. Submit completed applications via email to financialaid@rrc.ca
	
	
	



image1.png
4 RRC POLYTECH





