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1. COUNTRY OVERVIEW 
 

 

India, also known as ‘Bharat’ is a Socialist, Sovereign, Secular and Democratic Republic 

which is governed by the Constitution of India which came into force on the 26th of 

January, 1950.  

India is one of the most ancient civilizations in the entire world. It is the second most 

populous country after China. Moreover, it is the world's seventh largest country area-

wise. 

“Unity in Diversity” is the best quotation to describe the unique, varied and rich culture 

of India. Enriched with old cultural heritage and residing in a nation that stretches from 

the Himalayas to the Tropics;  its diverse population, geography, religion, races and 

culture makes it  the world’s largest democracy, and one of the biggest markets to have 

an   export business in. As India has an attractive and investor friendly investment 

climate. 
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INDIA’S FACT FILE: 
 

Official name Republic of India 

Father of Nation Mahatma Gandhi 

Government type Federal republic 

Independence day August 15th, 1947 

Constitution January 26th, 1950 

Capital New Delhi 

Administrative Divisions 28 states and 7 union territories 

Population 1,210,193,422 billion (as of 2011 census) 

 

Language 

Hindi : National language 

English : Business language 

18 regional languages 

Religions Hinduism, Sikhism, Christianity, Muslim, 

Buddhist, Jain and others 

Major cities New Delhi, Punjab, Mumbai, Kolkata, 

Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Pune, 

Lucknow, Kanpur 

Major International airports 12 cities 

Major Seaports 12 

Natural Resources Manganese, Bauxite, Iron-ore, Mica, 
Chromites, Diamond, Limestone, Titanium 
ore, Natural Gas, Petroleum, Coal and 
Arable land 

Time Zone GMT + 5:30 Hours* 

Currency unit India Rupee (INR)  - official currency 

1 INR = 0.020 CAD 

Financial Center Mumbai (formerly known as Bombay) 

Financial year April 1 – March 31 

*For current time in India, go to http://www.timeanddate.com/. Also, there’s no daylight saving time, so there are no time changes 

during the year. 

http://www.timeanddate.com/
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1.1 Geography: 

India is divided into 28 states and 7 union territories. Its bordering countries are: China, 

Nepal, Bhutan, Afghanistan & Pakistan, Myanmar & Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. 

Area 3,287,263 sq. km 

Total land area 90% 

Total arable land 49% 

Coastline 7,517 km 

 

1.2 Demographics: 

 
Population 1.210 billion (Rural 70%; Urban 30%) 

Population Growth rate* 1.334% 

Birth rate* 20.97 births/1,000 population 

Death rate* 7.48 deaths/1,000 population 

Sex ratio* 1.08 male(s)/female 

* = 2011 estimate       

India has a young population with approximately 64% of its population in the age group 

of 15 – 64 years. The median age is around 25 years. 

1.3 Education: 

India has the largest school age population in the world, with a well-established 

education system; with more than 1 million schools within its borders. For higher 

education, India has more than 400 universities, over 20,000 colleges and 7000 technical 

institutes. 

Literacy rate in India = 74.04% (males 82.14%; females 65.46%) 

1.4 National Holidays: 

Indian people celebrate  three national holidays every year, on these days no business is 
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conducted in the entire nation. 

26 January Indian Republic Day 

15 August Indian Independence Day 

2 October Mahatma Gandhi’s Birthday 

 

There are also many holiday festivals which dates vary every year.  More information on 

these holidays can be obtained from the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 

Pensions website: http://india.gov.in/calendar/calendar.php 

1.5 Visa Requirements: 

A business visa should be obtained from the Indian High Commission before visiting 

India. An application form can be downloaded from the high commission’s website 

(http://www.cgitoronto.ca/). 

 There is no provision of “Visa on Arrival” in India and no fee is charged for 

immigration facilities at Indian airports. 

 Multiple entry business visas for short term visits are issued to those visiting 

India on business for a period not more than 6 months. 

 Multiple entry business visas for long term visits are issued to individuals visiting 

India on business for extended periods. This type of visa does not require 

reapplication after 6 months. For this visa you require:  

a. Letter from sponsoring organization 

b. Duration of stay 

c. Validity of visa 

d. Places and organization to be visited 

e. Guarantee to meet maintenance expenses. 

 

 

http://india.gov.in/calendar/calendar.php
http://www.cgitoronto.ca/
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The contact details of Indian High Commission in Canada, for jurisdiction of Manitoba: 

Consultant General of India, Toronto 
Address: Suite 400, 1835 Yonge street 

Toronto, Ontario M4X 1X8 

Phone:  416-960-0751, 416-960-0752 

Fax:  416-960-9812 

Email: cgindia@cgitoronto.ca 

Website: http://www.cgitoronto.ca/ 
 

2. POLITICAL OVERVIEW 
 

India is a federal republic with a parliamentary system of government. The Government 

of India is divided into 3 interrelated branches: Legislative, Executive and Judiciary. 

 

 
 
* At present 

The main function of the Indian Parliament is to pass laws on matters specified under its 

jurisdiction. The President of India is the Head of the state and Commander-in-chief of 

armed forces. The Vice President is the ex-official of chairman of Rajya Sabha and acts as 

Indian 
Government 

Legislative Executive Judiciary 

LokSabha 
Or 

House of the 
people 

(250 seats) 

President * 
Mrs. Pratibha Patel 

Vice President * 
M. Hamid Ansari 

Supreme  
Court 

High 
Courts 

Prime Minister * 
Mr. Manmohan 

Singh 

District 
Courts 

Rajya Sabha 
Or 

Council of States 
(545 seats) 

mailto:cgindia@cgitoronto.ca
http://www.cgitoronto.ca/
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a President when the latter is unable to discharge his/her duties.  Prime Minister is the 

real executive head of government. Each Indian state and Territory had its own 

Governor and Chief Ministers.  

There are many political parties in India, the major ones are: Indian National Congress 

(INC), BharatiyaJanata Party (BJP), Samajwadi Party, BahujanSamaj Party, and 

Communist Party of India - Marxist (CPI-M). INC had been ruling India for 48 years since 

independence. 

 

The Loksabha elections in India are held after every 5 years. The last election was held 

on April/May 2009 where the Congress-led, United Progressive Alliance (UPA) won. The 

UPA, which had been in power since 2004, secured a near majority in the legislature in 

2009. It further strengthened its position by several electoral successes at state 

assembly elections. The opposition coalition led by the BJP finished a distant second.  

 

India has a strong bureaucracy, where its top level bureaucrats enjoy all the 

discretionary powers. The Distribution of power between states and union is bided 

within the guidelines of the Constitution of India, which often leads to discussion and 

negotiation. 

3. BUSINESS CULTURE 
 

The Business culture of India is influenced by the country’s long history, values and 

cultural perspectives. The prevalent business structures in India are: Public Limited 

Company, Private Limited Company, Partnership, Joint Venture, Sole Proprietorship, 

Trusts, Foreign branches, Limited Liability Partnership (LLP). These Business structures 

are extremely hierarchical similar to Indian society. Here are few suggestions that can 

assist foreigners in conducting business in India:  

 Be flexible, while communicating. 

 Make prior appointments and confirm a week before arriving and once you have 
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arrived. 

 Talk to the most senior person first. The most senior person is often the oldest 

one there. 

 Exchange Business Cards on first meeting 

 Politeness, praise and respect are important  

 Allocate the time for meetings and avoid  making people feel hurried 

 The most senior person will make the decision even if he/she is not at the 

meeting. 

 A gesture you will notice is a distinctive rotational move of the head. It generally 

means “yes” or “I understand” when accompanied with a smile..... 

 A direct ‘No” can be seen as rude, so silence or “We will try” may be used 

instead. 

 Do not shake hands with female business colleague unless she puts her hand out 

first.  

 It is customary to share a meal. It is prudent to use time to learn about your 

hosts and build relationship 

 Dietary restrictions are affected by religion:   

 Hindus and Sikhs do not eat beef and many are vegetarians. 

 Muslims do not eat pork or drink alcohol. 

 Try to Appreciate India, its culture, and social structure, political and economic 

climate at every stage of business discussions.  

 Avoid discussing issues related to poverty, religion, slums or any negative 

remarks. 

It is very important for business visitors to know about the Indian seasons because it 

directly affects the business; India has four seasons. Although they have the same 

names these seasons differ from those in Northern Hemisphere. They are: 

 Winter (December to February) 

 Summer (March to May) 
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 Southwest monsoon (June to September; the rainy season) 

 Post-monsoon, also known as the northeast monsoon (October to November) 

Summer temperatures of +40°C and above are common in northern India, and the south 

is hotter still. In December, January and February, the country’s winter months, 

temperatures in parts of the north can fall to near 0°C; by contrast, winter temperatures 

in the south are rarely below 10°C. Visiting India in the low season, which runs from 

April to September, makes good business sense; as travel and hotel costs are cheaper 

then. It is also easier to obtain meetings with business people and policy makers during 

those months. (http://www.slideshare.net/nitinpuri1/india-guide-edc) 

  4. ECONOMY 

India is an emerging economy characterized by diverse opportunities for trade and 

investment. It has a large agricultural sector and diversified industry; along with 

relatively large and sophisticated financial industry and rich service sector. India 

represents one of the fastest growing economies in the world. The global financial crisis 

slowed the economy’s growth momentum in 2008/09, but India has recovered quickly. 

With its diverse and large population and a diversity of market segments, India provides 

a vast market for consumer and industrial products.   

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_India) 

Average growth rate =  9.5% (Between 2005 and 2007) 

GDP Growth = 8% in 2010 

Total imports = $359 billion (as of 2010) 

Total exports = $225.4 billion (as of 2010) 

 
 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in India grew 7.7% percent in the second quarter of 

2011 over the preceding quarter. Historically, from 2000 until 2011, India's average 

quarterly GDP Growth was 7.45%. India had the record high of 11.80 percent in 

December of 2003 and a record low of 1.60 percent in December of 2002. India's varied 

economy encompasses traditional segments and leading edge modern practices. The 
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sector includes village farming as well as modern agriculture, manufacturing ranges 

from handicrafts to modern automotive industries, and Services represent the major 

source of economic growth; accounting for more than half of India's output with less 

than one third of its labor force. This economic growth has enabled India to reduce the 

poverty level by about 10% since 1997. 

(http://busiindia.blogspot.ca/2011/12/gdp-growth-in-india.html#!/2011/12/gdp-growth-

in-india.html) 

In the recent past, the average inflation rate was 10%, which forced India's central bank 

to raise interest rates in order to preserve the health of the banking system.  The 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised interest rates 11 times since March 2010. 

The sector breakdown showed that the construction sector had been one of the worst 

performing sectors of the Indian economy.  

 Construction grew at an annual rate of 1.2% in the second quarter, down from 

8.2% in the previous quarter, as rising interest rates and delays in planning 

approvals held up building projects. 

 Farm output rose 3.9%, which was down from the previous quarter but above 

the level of 2.4% in the same period last year. 

 The manufacturing sector grew 7.2%, an improvement from the previous 

quarter, but well below the 10.6% in the second quarter of 2010. 

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-14713685) 

4.1 Investment and Foreign Trade: 

India is one of the top 20 largest countries by way of their foreign exchange reserve of 

$318 billion (as of august 2011). It continues to move forward with market-oriented 

economic reforms. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_India )The United Nations 

Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) ranked India second place in global 

foreign direct investments (FDI) in 2010, in its report titled, 'World Investment Prospects 

Survey 2009-2012' .( http://unctad.org/en/Docs/diaeia20104_en.pdf) 
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Total foreign direct investment (FDI) = US$305.5 billion in April 1, 2011.  

The service sectors financial and non-financial attracted highest FDI equity inflows 

during April-May 2011-12 at US$ 910 million. India received maximum FDI from 

countries like Mauritius, Singapore, and the US at US$ 56.31 billion, US$ 13.25 billion 

and US$ 9.71 billion, respectively, during April 2000-May 2011. The wind energy sector 

has attracted foreign direct investment (FDI) worth Rs 1,510 crores (US$ 328.87 million) 

over the past three years. In the renewable energy sector, wind energy has emerged as 

the fastest growing category.( http://www.utilis.mu) 

Foreign investment is particularly sought after for power generation, 

telecommunications, ports, roads, petroleum exploration/processing, and mining 

projects. The United States is India's largest investment partner, with a 13 percent share 

in the market.  

(www.slideshare.net/bipinpkumar/india-its-globalisation-challenges) 

 

4.2 Taxation in India: 

In India, resident taxpayers are taxed on their worldwide income. However, non-

resident taxpayers are taxed only on income received in India or on income arising or 

deemed to arise in India. Corporate income is taxed both at corporate level and to 

shareholders upon distribution as dividends. 

The principal taxes are as follows: 

 Taxes on income are the Income tax, Agricultural income tax which is levied 

only by states, interest tax which is applicable to banking and financial 

companies. 

 Taxes on transactions include local sales tax levied only by the states, central 

sales tax, excise duty, custom duty, stamp duty, gift tax, expenditure tax, and 

Value added Tax. 

 Taxes on properties include wealth tax and property tax. 
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 India had a Double Taxation agreement with Canada, which means imposition of 

two or more taxes on the same income, asset or financial transaction. 

For more information on Taxation, please go to  

(http://business.gov.in/default.php) 

(http://www.expatfocus.com/expatriate-india-taxation) 

5. LEGAL SYSTEM 
 

Law system in India is based on common law with written constitution. The Judiciary 

segment is rather independent. This independency began under the British rule. 

Supreme Court is the apex court in the India comprising a Chief Justice and 25 other 

Justices.  

There are many bodies of law affecting foreign investment. They include Foreign 

Exchange management Act of 1999 ("FEMA"), the Companies Act of 1956, the Industries 

Act of 1951, the Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act of 1969 and the New 

Industrial Policy of 1991 in India. The New Industrial Policy of 1991 ("NIP") has simplified 

the investment procedures, as a result of which: 

 Foreign investors are allowed to hold more than 50% equity ownership in most of 

the sectors, and 100% percent equity ownership in some sectors. 

 Joint ventures with trading companies and imports of secondhand plants and 

machinery are allowed. 

 Monopoly and antitrust laws have been eased.  

 Customs duties have been gashed abundantly; duty-free imports are allowed in 

some cases.  

 The rupee is completely convertible; 100% of foreign exchange earnings can be 

converted at free market rates easily. 

 Export policies are more liberalized.  

 In the areas of high tech, Concessions in tax regime are available for foreign 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asset
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_transaction
http://business.gov.in/default.php
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investors. 

(http://madaan.com/investing.htm) 

6. LICENSING AND SHIPMENTS 

The Exim Policy of India (2007) prohibits the import of certain goods to India. To import 

these goods the importers have to register for a so called Import License. It is issued by 

Director General of Foreign Trade. 

The Licensed products for which an import license is required are some of the consumer 

goods, precious and semi-precious stones, products related to safety and security, 

seeds, pharmaceuticals, chemicals and lots of more things. 

Even the exporters do require some licenses if they want to do trade with India if the 

product is an exception. Many commodities controlled on the Commerce Control List 

(CCL) for National Security (NS) reasons may be exported to India using License 

Exception GBS (for shipments to Country Group B countries).   

 

7. INFRASTRUCTURE 

Infrastructure includes roads, highways, rails, ships etc. When we starting a new 

business in a new country then we got to know its infrastructure meaning thereby the 

quality and type of infrastructure the new country have. In India around US $ 60 billion 

is going to spend on rail system even though India has largest rail network in the world 

but according to the concern of technology it is in a growing stage and various projects 

have been initiated to develop the rail system. The one of main project which is in its 

initial stage is the PPP project. Now moving to the roads system in India it is congesting 

and the annual growth in the traffic is around 15 % due to the increase in the middle 

class society. Indian Govt. is planning to invest around US $ 90 billion to their road 

system to improve it. The main example of the development is the Sea Link in Mumbai. 

Plans announced by the Govt. will increase funds from US $ 15 billion per year to around 

US $ 23 billion per year. The Indian Govt.is planning via National Highway Development 

http://madaan.com/investing.htm
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Program to develop the Highways and there are 200 projects going on in it. The 

development if ports and airports are also increasing because of the increase in foreign 

trades.  

8. ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEMS AND STRUCTURE 

Indian administrative structure is a nested hierarchy of subdivisions. Administrative 

units are divided as follows  

Zones  

 The Northern Zone  (Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, 

Rajasthan, National Capital Territory of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh). 

 The North-Eastern zone (Assam Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura, 

Mizoram, Meghalaya and Nagaland) 

 The Central Zone (Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh) 

 The Eastern Zonal Council (Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, Sikkim and West Bengal) 

 The Western Zone (Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra and the Union Territories of Daman 

and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli)  

 The Southern Zone (Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and the Union 

Territory of Puducherry)  

 

States & union territories 

India is made up of 28 states and 7 union territories. The union territories are governed 

by governors, appointed by the President of India. Two of the territories (Delhi and 

Puducherry) have partial statehood, with elected legislatures and executive councils of 

ministers, but limited powers. (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_divisions_of_India) 

Districts 

States and union territories are further divided into districts which are also known in 

India by the name of zillas.there are approx. 635 districts.  
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Sub-districts 

Tehsils, talukas, blocks or mandals (sub-districts but can also refer to division), headed 

by a Tehsildar or Talukdar, comprise several villages or village clusters. The 

governmental bodies at the Tehsil level are called the panchayat samiti. 

 

Smaller subdivisions (villages and blocks) exist in rural areas. However In urban areas 

Urban Local Bodies like municipalities (Municipal Corporations (Mahanagar Paalika) for 

large urban areas, Municipal Council (Nagar Paalika) for smaller urban areas, and Town 

Councils (Nagar Panchayats) for suburban areas. Municipalities can be as large as a 

district or smaller than a Tehsil) exist instead of these rural subdivisions. 

 

Civil servants who are responsible for the working of the administrative system are 

Indian administrative service officers (abbreviation I.A.S). They are selected by union 

public service commission thought an examination consisting of three stages namely 

preliminary, mains and then interview. Considered to be very challenging. With an 

acceptance rate of 0.025 percent makes it one of the most competitive selection 

processes in the world. This ensures that the best talent of the country is responsible for 

the decision making. Most IAS officers start their careers in the state administration at 

the sub-divisional level. (Indian administrative service. (n.d.). Retrieved from 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian Administrative) 

 

In some cases administrative procedures can be time consuming in India. Hence it is 

recommended to get an idea of the length of the procedure so as to avoid undue delays.  

Many reforms are being done to streamline the administrative systems such as right to 

information act also “the Union cabinet approved The Right of Citizens for Time-Bound 
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Delivery of Goods and Services and Redressal of their Grievances Bill, 2011” ("Bye to 

babugiri?," 2013) 

9. SCOPE OF GROWTH 

Scope of growth for companies is tremendous in India. Due to the following reasons  

A huge and growing middle class. India has a large market size which ranks 4th in the 

world. 

High household savings rate, approximately 34.7 %("How household savings," 2010) 

Mostly untapped rural market. 

A young population with 65% of the population between the age group of 15-65. 

A rapidly growing private consumption expenditure which has increased by almost 63% 

in the period between 2006 till 2010 triggered by rapid change in lifestyles and 

consumption pattern due to urbanisation. 

India also has a sound financial market which ranks 17th coupled with high innovation 

ability rank (39th). These are key parameters for the expansion & growth.   

 

10. SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE (SEZ) 

 

The category SEZ includes free trade zones (FTZ), export processing Zones (EPZ), free 

Zones (FZ), industrial parks or industrial estates (IE), free ports, free economic zones, 

and urban enterprise zones. 

The major incentives and facilities available to SEZ developers include:- 

 Exemption from customs/excise duties for development of SEZs for authorized 

operations approved by the BOA. 

 Income Tax exemption on income derived from the business of development of the 

SEZ in a block of 10 years in 15 years under Section 80-IAB of the Income Tax Act. 

 Exemption from minimum alternate tax under Section 115 JB of the Income Tax Act. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_trade_zones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_port
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_economic_zone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_enterprise_zone
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 Exemption from dividend distribution tax under Section 115O of the Income Tax Act. 

 Exemption from Central Sales Tax (CST). 

 Exemption from Service Tax (Section 7, 26 and Second Schedule of the SEZ Act). 

Currently, there are about 143 SEZs (as of June 2012) operating throughout India and an 

additional 634 SEZs (as of June 2012) that have been formally/principally approved by 

the Government of India.  

For more detailed information on SEZ’s and list of SEZ’s visit 

http://sezindia.nic.in/index.asp. 

 

11. TRADE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CANADA AND INDIA 

India is dynamic trade partner for Canada. India is one of the Canada’s leading export 

destinations. Canada and India are particularly active in bilateral trades in following 

sectors: Agriculture and Agri food, Education Energy and Renewable Energy, 

Information and communications Technology, Life sciences, Transport infrastructure. 

Canada had balanced trade with India, or was a net exporter, in most product categories 

in 2009. In 2009, bilateral trade between Canada and India was approximately 4.1 billion 

CAD. Canadian merchandise exports to India in 2009 were 2.1 billion CAD.  

Services trade between Canada and India has grown rapidly in recent year, more than 

doubling from 1997 to 2007. Canada’s exports of travel services, transportation and 

government services have been very strong over that period. Canadian investment in 

India is also growing. 

http://www.edc.ca/EN/Country-Info/Pages/India.aspx 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-inde/bilateral_relations_ 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/LOP/ResearchPublications/2010-44-e.htm 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India
http://sezindia.nic.in/index.asp
http://www.edc.ca/EN/Country-Info/Pages/India.aspx
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-inde/bilateral_relations_
http://www.parl.gc.ca/Content/LOP/ResearchPublications/2010-44-e.htm
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12. USEFUL SENTENCES 

Below are the sentences that can prove useful during the business visit to India: 

English Greetings Hindi Greetings: 

Hi! Namastey!         

Good morning! Suprabhaat          

Good evening! Shubhsundhyaa.            

Welcome! (to greet 
someone) 

Aapkaswaagathai!                

How are you? Aapkaiseyhain?            ? 

I'm fine, thanks! Mein theekhoon, shukriya!             

And you? Auraap?   और  ? 

Good/ So-So. Accha/ Theek-thaak       /    -    

Thank you (very much)! 
Shukriyaa (Bahutdhanyavaad)          
(          ) 

What's new? Kyaachalrahaahai?;       र    ? 

Nothing much Zyaadakuchnahi                 

Good night! Shubhraatri.      र     

See you later! Phirmilen-gay.!           

Good bye! Alvida!           
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13. RESOURCES FOR CANADIAN EXPORTERS 
 

Indian Government Directory: www.goidirectory.nic.in 

Indian Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry: 

www.ficci.com ; www.assocham.org 

India Trade Promotion Organization: www.indiatradepromotion.org 

Foreign Investment Promotion Board: www.fipbindia.com 

Times of India:   www.timesofindia.com 

Economic Times:   www.economictimes.com 

Guide to Trade Fairs in India: www.exhibitionsindia.com 

14. OPPORTUNITIES FOR MANITOBA BUSINESSES 

 

14.1 Trade Patterns with Canada and Manitoba: 
 

According to information from the Foreign Affairs Trade and International Canada, the 

growing competitiveness of its companies, coupled with the strong desire to venture 

abroad, make India an important source of strategic investment for Canada. India is a 

vital trade partner for Canada. Canada’s commerce strategy for India involves the 

coordination of efforts by Canada's missions in India, federal government departments, 

provinces, and the private sector.  Under this strategy there are several priority sectors 

in terms of bilateral trade, investment and technology partnerships. These priority 

sectors include: education, clean technologies (including renewable energy), 

information and communications technology and infrastructure. 

According to Statistics Canada, bilateral merchandise trade between Canada and India in 

2010 totaled approximately C$4.2 billion, an increase of 46.6 percent since 2005. 

(www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-inde/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/canada_india-inde.aspx?view=d) 

http://www.goidirectory.nic.in/
http://www.ficci.com/
http://www.assocham.org/
http://www.indiatradepromotion.org/
http://www.fipbindia.com/
http://www.timesofindia.com/
http://www.economictimes.com/
http://www.exhibitionsindia.com/
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-inde/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/canada_india-inde.aspx?view=d
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While Canadian merchandise exports to India in 2010 totaled C$2.1 billion (a 2.7 percent 

decrease from 2009), imports from India reached C$2.1 billion (a 6.0 percent increase 

from 2009). Despite the small decrease in Canadian exports to India in 2010, exports to 

India have increased by 92.2 percent since 2005. 

Top Canadian exports to India include vegetables (mostly peas and lentils), fertilizers, 

paper and paperboard, machinery, wood pulp, precious stones, and iron and steel. 

Canadian imports from India include organic chemicals, precious stones and metals, knit 

apparel, woven apparel, machinery, and iron and steel. 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-

inde/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/canada_india-inde.aspx?view=d 

http://fapccinews.blogspot.ca/2012/03/bilateral-merchandise-trade-between.html 

Canada - India Bilateral Trade 2005 – 2010 

[Figures in billion Canadian Dollars] 

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009  2010 JAN – JUNE 2011 

Canada’s Imports from India 1.79 1.92 1.98 2.2 2.0  2.12 1.27 

Canada’s Export to India 1.09 1.68 1.79 2.42 2.14  2.15 1.02 

Total 2.87 3.59 3.77 4.62 4.14  4.27 2.29 

 (Source: Statistics Canada)  

www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/tdo-dcd.nsf/eng/home 

From the above chart, it can be seen that there has been tremendous growth in India 

business partnership with Canada over a period of 5 years. 

Country Items 

Indian Major Exports to Canada (2011) Garments, diamonds, chemicals, gems 

and jewelry, made-up, sea food, 

engineering goods, auto parts, marble 

and granite, knitted garments, rice, 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-inde/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/canada_india-inde.aspx?view=d
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/india-inde/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/canada_india-inde.aspx?view=d


20 

electric equipment, carpets 

Canada’s Major Exports to India (2011) Pulses, fertilizers, newsprint, ores and 

concentrates, wheat, communication 

equipment, wood pulp, nickel, ferrous 

waste, asbestos, laboratory equipment, 

worn clothing, aviation equipment, 

diamond, silver 

http://www.hciottawa.ca/index.php/india-canada-bilateral-relations 

In the first quarter of 2011, the following products were the top-selling products from 

Canada to India. In first place is potassium chloride, a chemical compound principally 

used to make fertilizer. 

1. Potassium chloride … US$133.7 million, up 20.4% (17.4% of Canadian exports to 

India) 

2. Newsprint … $102.5 million, up 787% (13.3%) 

3. Dried and shelled peas … $64.7 million, down 46.7% (8.4%) 

4. Semi-chemical wood pulp … $62.1 million, up 39.3% (8.1%) 

5. Copper … $50 million, up from nil in 2009 (6.5%) 

6. Dried and shelled lentils … $47.3 million, up 105.4% (6.2%) 

7. Asbestos excluding crocidolite … $18.9 million, up 24.7% (2.5%) 

8. Unalloyed nickel … $17.2 million, up 151% (2.2%) 

9. Flight simulators and similar trainers … $11.3 million, up 2,843% (1.5%) 

10. Polymers of ethylene … $9 million, up 27.5% (1.2%) 

 

14.2 India Trade Patterns with Manitoba, Import/Export Opportunities: 

 

Manitoba’s total trade with India has grown 48% since 2004. Manitoba’s exports to 

India have grown 97.8%. Top exports include nickel, medical equipment, antibiotics and 

paper products. Manitoba’s imports from India have grown by 10.0%. Top imports 

include nitride compounds, jewelry, pipe fittings and pharmaceutical products from the 

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hciottawa.ca%2Findex.php%2Findia-canada-bilateral-relations&h=RAQEnyUxa
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cotton clothes that we wear to the automotive parts on the car we drive to our iron or 

steel railway track and signal rails. The Indian influence is everywhere. 

(http://www.slideserve.com/denver/july-2009) 

 

In turn, barley in most Indian’s soup, and the Dahl being eaten by Indians everyday was 

made from lentils grown in Manitoba. India imports leading edge medical equipment 

and, the diagnostic magnetic resonance image (MRI) machines, which were partially 

designed and built in Manitoba. Flu and HIV vaccines as well as AIDs prevention 

programs in the south of India are largely derived in Manitoba. 

Import & Export Opportunities for Manitoba:  

 Manitoba Merchandise exports to India: $ 2.1 Billion 

Major exports: Pulses, Fertilizer, Paper and paperboard, Machinery, Wood and 

Pulp 

 Merchandise imports from India: $ 2.1 Billion 

Major imports: Organic chemicals, Precious stones and metals, Knit and apparel, 

woven apparel, machinery 

Based on the above analysis, import and export opportunities for both Manitoba and 

India will be: 

 

 Agro-food products 

 Genetics, fertilizer 

 Equipment (e.g. production, handling, sorting, grading) 

 Organic chemicals, precious metals and woven apparels. 
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 LIFE SCIENCES OPPORTUNITIES: Significant Research and Development (R & D) 

opportunities both in Manitoba and India  

• drug development 

• clinical trials 

 Medical devices and equipment for private hospitals 

14.3 Export opportunities for Canada: 
 

 Indian government and business community are interested in strengthening the trade 
partnership with Canada, even more than with the United States. It is desirable to 
develop comprehensive free trade agreement, but there should be a realistic approach 
to it. India needs from Canada includes, but not limited to the following: 

 
 Automotive 

 Telecommunications 

 Oil & Gas 

 Power 

 Transportation 

 Medical device and services 

 Environmental technology 

 Government procurement 

 

14.4 Canada import opportunities: 

According to business financial post journal, Canada is also looking to achieve 

transparency and non-discrimination for Canadians in the Indian economy and gain 

increased access to wider Asian markets through the world’s second-most populous 

country. Annual two-way trade between India and Canada doubled between 2000 and 

2010 to US$4-billion, but India remains Canada’s 15th-largest trading partner, and 

Canada ranks just 33rd on India’s list. This wide gap in trade partnership recognition 
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calls for a more achievable and aggressive more trade commitment, so as to be India’s 

top five trade partners in the world. Generally, Canada import needs from India include: 

 fruits and vegetables 

 office machines and equipment 

 forestry products 

 motor vehicle parts, 

Others includes readymade garments, textiles, cotton yarn, carpets, floor spreads, gem 

&jewellery& precious stones, organic chemicals, coffee, spices, light engineering goods, 

iron & steel articles, footwear and leather products, rice, cereals, processed foods and 

marine products. 
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